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ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS. 



[The Editors regret that the funds at the disposal of the Committee 
do not warrant their undertaking the publication of the mass of valua- 
ble and important original historical documents contributed by various 
members of the Society during the year 1851. It is hoped, however, 
that by means of a special subscription they may shortly be able to 
supply those who take an interest in the preservation of the materials 
of true history with a volume solely devoted to that important class of 
antiquities. By a recent change in the rules it is optional with mem- 
bers to increase their subscription from five shillings to the sum of 
fifteen shillings annually, which will entitle all such subscribers, when 
their number shall have amounted to one hundred, to a volume of 
original documents in addition to the annual Transactions. The three 
following specimens have been chosen chiefly on account of their 
brevity, and as supplying examples of the rich stores lying unknown 
and unused in the Irish exchequer, the evidence chamber of the Mar- 
quis of Ormonde, and amongst the archives of the corporation of 
Kilkenny : they serve to show what may be expected from the publica- 
tion of the remainder]. 

CHA.ETER AND SeAL OF RiCHARD EaRL OF PEMBROKE, SURNAMED 

" Strongbow.^^ — The Eev. James Graves, by permission of the Mar- 
quis of Ormonde, exhibited a most interesting, and, as he supposed, 
unique charter and seal of Strongbow, which he accompanied by the 
following observations : — 

'' There is a pleasure, which seems almost universal, afforded by see- 
ing and handling some relique which has been seen and handled by men 
who were remarkable in their times; and this feeling, which too often de- 
generates into mere idle sight-seeing, yet is capable of being elevated 
into a rational and ennobling sentiment, when properly directed. For 
myself, I envy not the man who can look on this charter, and see nought 
but a shred of discoloured parchment and a morsel of crumbling 
wax — whose mind does not the more vividly form to itself a picture 
of the time when the Cambro-Norman husband of Mac Murrough^s 
daughter parcelled out her regal inheritance amongst those hardy and 
warlike followers whose good lances and trenchant blades were his best 
title-deeds to the kingdom of Leiustcr. 
68 
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^^The Norman-French chronicler of the conquest of Ireland has 
recorded the grant made by the earl of Pembroke to Adam de Hereford, 
but without indicating its locality ; his words are as follow : — 

* Adam de Erford ensement To Adam de Erford in like manner 

Donat riche feffement' — He granted a rich fief — 

Conquest of Ireland, p. 147. 

and the truthfulness of the historian has been proved in this instance 
not only by the records in the Tower of London,* but also by the 
preservation (almost miraculous, when one remembers the centuries of 
civil commotion which have passed over unhappy Ireland since then) 
of the very .charter by which the broad and fertile lands of Aghaboe, 
in the Queen's County, were conveyed by the lord of Leinster to his 
warlike follower ' as fully as Deremod Ochelli held them^ before Mac 
Murrough's allies set foot on Irish soil. 

"The preservation of this charter amongst the muniments of the 
Ormonde family may perhaps be accounted for by the fact that Thomas 
de Hereford, probably a descendant of the grantee, espoused Beatrix, 
only daughter of Theobald Walter, who survived him — thus estabhsh- 
ing a connexion between the families of Butler and de Hereford, the 
latter of which appears shortly afterwards to have become extinct in 
Ireland. With regard to the pedigree of the grantor, Eichard earl of 
Pembroke, this charter is at variance with the best authorities on the 
subject ; for therein he styles himself ' Richard, son of Richard, [son] 
of Gilbert/ But this only shows us how cautiously the evidence, even 
of original documents, should be permitted to remain unquestioned : 
the second 'Richard^ is evidently a mistake or redundancy of the 
clerk who wrote the charter ; the true pedigree of the earl Richard 
being as follows : — t 

Gilbert earl of Brion 

Richard 

Gilbert de Tunbridge 



Richard, Gilbert earl of Pembroke 

eldest son | 

Richard earl of Pembroke, 
surnamed * Strongbow.' 

" The charter is written on a piece of thick vellum, measuring seven 
inches by six and a quarter, the hand is clear and bold, and the ink in 
good preservation ; the seal appended to the document is about three 

* Pro Ada de Hereford de terra sua in Offelano et Osseria in Hibernia, viz., 
de cantredo de Hacebo. Apud Conach'. 8°. Martii. — Calend, Rot, Fat. Tar. 
Lond., 3°, Johannis, No. 19. 

f See Journal of a Tour in Ireland, by Sir Richard Colt Hoare, Bart., &c., 
Introduction, p. Ixxv. 
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inches in breadth^ and of rude workmanship. It bears on the obverse a 
mounted knight clad in a long surcoat, equipped with a heater-shaped 
shield, his head defended by a conical helmet furnished with a nasal, 
and bearing in his extended right hand a very broad sword, straight, 
and apparently two-edged. Of the inscription the word ^ Gilleberti^ 
alone remains. The obverse is charged with the figure of a footman, 
wearing a surcoat reaching down half the leg, his body covered by a 
long shield, the right foot extended, and the spear brought down to 
the charge. A hood of mail and a flat skull-cap with projecting rim 
protect the head ; and the shield is charged with three chevronels, 
the well-known bearing of the de Clares."^ Altogether we are here pre- 
sented with faithful portraits of the cavalry and heavy armed infantry 
of Strongbow^s army. A lithograph of this seal, of the same size as 
the original, and showing both obverse and reverse, will be found on the 
opposite page. The green wax of which the seal is composed exhibits 
as fresh a fracture as if but lately broken, and yet we liave conclu- 
sive evidence that it was thus mutilated more than two hundred years 
ago. In a book of manuscript collections made by Sir James Ware, 
and now amongst the Lansdown MSS. in the British Museum (Plut. 
LXXYI. E. 418), there is extant a transcript of this charter in the 
writing of that eminent antiquary, taken, as he himself states, * ex 
chartis Jacobi comitis Ormonie.^ It is accompanied by a pen-and-ink 
sketch of the seal in the same state as it is at present, and gives only 
just so much of the inscription as is now legible.''^ 

The charter, freed from the numerous contractions used by the 
scribes of the period, reads as follows : — 

Comes Ricardus filius comitis Ricardi Grisleberti omnibus amicis suis & 
hominibus, Francis, Anglicis,V»^alencibus, Hibernensibus, tarn presentibus quam 
futuris, salutem. Sciatis me dedisse & concessisse Ade de Hereford dimidiam 
viilam de Achebo, & totum dimidium cantredum terre in quo villa sedet, cum 
totis pertix.v?ntiis suis, sicut Ochelli, Deremod scilicet, illam melius tenuit 
in Usseria, per liber um servicium yQ"^ [quinque] militum, sibi et heredibus 
suis de me et heredibus meis libere & quiete & honorifice, in terra, in aqua, 

* The bearing on the shield of the footman no doubt exhibits the true arms 
of Strongbow ; and confirms the view taken by that sounli and able antiquary, 
Sir Richard Colt Hoare, in opposition to the generally received opinion, 
that the arms sculptured on the shield of the cross-legged knight in Christ 
Church, Dublin, represent those of Strongbow. These, he observes, " never 
belonged to the Clare family. Their arms were, Or, three chevronels gules : 
such they are stated to be by the old Welsh historian Enderbie ; and I have 
seen a manuscript by George Owen, a celebrated Welsh antiquary, in which 
he says, that he saw the seal of Richard Strongbow, bearing the above 
arms. I have not been fortunate enough in my heraldic enquiries, to find out 
the owner of the arms that are sculptured on the shield of this Knight in 
Christ Church, which are, ' Argent, on a chief azure, three crosses pattee 
Jitche of the field.' It appears therefore probable, that the heralds attributed 
this last coat to Strongbow, from the authority of the tomb and effigy in 
question, which were ascribed to him by Sir Henry Sidney, in the year 1570, 
but which certainly never belonged to him." — Journal of a Tour in Ireland y 
Introduction, p. Ixxix. 
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in bosco, in plano> in monasteriis, in molendinis, in piscaturis, in stagnis, in 
vivariis, in foro, in domibus & castellis firmandis, in viis, in semitis, & in 
omnibus libertatibus, absque omnibus malis consuetudinibus, tenendum & 
habendum in feodo & hereditate per liberum servicium prenominatum, scilicet 
yque militum. Ac volo & firmiter precipio quatenus predictus Adam & heredes 
sui totum tenementum suum de me et heredibus meis ita libere & quiete & 
honorifice teneant^ ut ille de hominibus meis, qui melius & liberius tenementum 
suum de me & heredibus meis tenuerit in Hibernia, vel tenere debuerit de 
tanto feodo. His testibus Ramondo Const*, Griffitho fratre suo, Roberto 
de sancto Michaele, Ricardo de Hereford, Johanne de Hereford, Hugone 
de Gumai, Waltero de RideP, Johanne de Clohalle, Rogero de Sanford, 
Willielmo Bret, Waltero filio Pagani, Hugone de Leia, Hugone Sliuevilla. 

[Loco sigilli.] 

Earl Richard, the son of earl Richard, [the son] of Gilbert, to all his 
friends and men, French, English, Welch, and Irish, present and future, 
greeting. Know ye that I have given and granted to Adam de Hereford half 
the town of Aghaboe, and the entire half cantred of land in which the town 
is situate, as Ochelli^ — namely Dermod — held it, in Ossory ; to be held by him 
and his heirs, of me and my heirs, by the free service of five knights, freely, 
quietly and honourably, in land, in water, in wood, in plain, in monasteries, 
in mills, in fisheries, in ponds, in stews, in market, in fortifying of houses and 
castles, in ways, in paths, and in all liberties, without any evil customs. To 
have and to hold in fee and inheritance, by the free service already named, 
to wit, of five knights. And I will, and firmly command, that the aforesaid 
Adam and his heirs should hold their entire tenement of me and my heirs as 
freely, quietly, and honourably as that follower of mine, possessing a similar 
fee, who better and more freely than others, holds, or ought to hold, his tene- 
ment of me, or my heirs, in Ireland. These being witnesses — Raymond Con- 
stentyn,2 Griffith, his brother, Robert de St. Michael, Richard de Hereford, 
John de Hereford, Hugh de Gumai, Walter de Ridelsford,^ John de Clohalle,* 
Roger de Sanford, William Bret, Walter Fitz Pagan, Hugh de Leia, Hugh 
Sliuevilla. 

1 Ochellu Probably intended by the scribe for O'Caelluidhe. According to 
an Irish poem attributed to O'Dugan, O'Caelluidhe was sometimes chief of all 
Ossory from Slieve-Bloom to the sea. —See Transactions for 1850, p. 253,72. 39. 

2 Constentyn, In the original this name is written ConsV : I have ventured 
to interpret it as above, as I find the name amongst earl Richard's grantees : 

" A Geffrei de Constentyn Kelberi" — To Geffrey de Constentyn Kelberi. 

Conquest of Ireland, p. 149. 

3 Walter de Bidelsford, Of this knight the chronicler records : 

** Li gentil quens altresi The gentle earl likewise 

Vint f(§iz en Omorethi Twenty [knights'] fees in Omorethi 

Donat en fin a Water Gave, in fine, to the warrior, 

De Riddelisford, li guerrer" — Walter de Riddelisford. — Id. p. 147. 

* John de Clohalle, He was marshal of earl Richard's principality of Leinster, 
and held ample lands from its lord : — 

" Johan de Clahaule la marchausie To John de Clahaule the marshalsy 

De Leynestere la garnie Of Leinster in reward [he gave] 

Od tut la tere, saches de fin, With all the land, know ye for certain, 

Entre Eboy e Lethelyn" — Between Eboy and Lethelyn Id. ibid. 



Excerpts from the Municipal Archives of Kilkenny. — Patrick 
Watters, Esq., town clerk of Kilkenny, exhibited to the Society some 
interesting documents from amongst the archives of the municipality. 
The first to which he called attention was an original letter, or order, 
of king William III., which he said was of much local importance, as 
being the authority upon which a charter given to Kilkenny by king 
James II. was set aside, and the regulations under a former charter of 
James I., which had been previously in force, were revived. 

William R. — Vpon Application made unto Us by the Protestant Aldermen 
of Our Citty of Kilkenny who were displac'd by the late King, Praying that 
they might be Authoriz'd and made Capable to Serve Us in the Goverment 
of the said Citty and in all things Appertaining thereunto and requesting that 
John Baxter, Esq', might be Mayor of Our said Citty, and Robert Dixon, Esq^ 
Recorder thereof, and Agmundisham Cuff, Josias Haydock, ftrancis Rowlidge, 
William Kimberly, Michaell Badge, Richard Conell, John Pape, Thomas 
Cooksye, & Joseph Helsham to be Aldermen, and John Hamilton & Thomas 
Date, to be Sheriffs of the same. Our Will & Pleasttre is. And We doe 
hereby Constitute & Appoint for the Peace & present Goverment of Our said 
Citty, and untill farther Consideration may be taken therein That the said 
John Baxter be Mayor of Our said Citty of Kilkenny, and that the said Robert 
Dixon be Recorder thereof, and that the said Agmundisham Cuff, Josias Hay- 
dock, ffrancis Rowlidge, William Kimberly, Michaell Badge, Richard Conell, 
John Pape, Thomas Cooksye and Joseph Helsham be Aldermen, and John 
Hamilton and Thomas Date be Sheriffs of the same. To Excercise & Enjoy 
all the Ancient Priviledges and Jurisdictions of their Charters whereof they 
were Illegally deprived, and particularly to Oversee the Markets, and Regulate 
the Prices of things which are now exorbitant. That all things in the said Citty 
and Libertyes may be Manag'd in good Order, And as to Justice & good 
Goverment Shall Appertaine. 

Given at our Royall Camp at Benetsbridge, this 19^*^ day of July, 1690, 

in the Second year of Our Rei^ne. 

By his Ma^yes Comand, 

Robert Southwell. 

Endorsed — 

19. July 1690. King William's Warrant for the Citty of Kilkenny. 

One of the books of record of the corporation, known as the 
"Clasped Book,'^ commences, as is set forth on its title-page, with "the 
first meeting held after the route of the Boyne,^' on Michaelmas-day, 
1690; when the mayor, aldermen, and other officers referred to in the 
foregoing document were sworn into office. The charter of James I., 
revived by this letter, continued to be received by the corporation and 
citizens of Kilkenny as the governing charter of the town, to the total 
exclusion of that of James II., till the coming in force of the municipal 
reform act in 1844. Some efforts, however, were made upon the death 
of queen Anne partially to restore the order of things set aside by king 
WiUiam, the corporation having spHt into two portions, a Hanoverian 
and a Jacobite party. The Hanoverian interest was chiefly sustained 
by the common councilmen, and there being a majority of Jacobites 
amongst the aldermen, the latter used every means of monopolising the 
municipal rights, excluding the common council from offices and parti- 
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cipating in the government of the City, besides admitting new members 
to the corporation in an illegal manner, in order to increase their own 
strength. In order to put an end to this struggle, the act 4th George I., 
cap. 16, was specially passed, at the instance of the Hanoverian party 
in the council, and the discomfited Jacobites were driven from office. 
Alderman Eobert Connell, the town clerk, was one of the latter, and 
refusing to surrender the public documents in his charge, he was com- 
pelled to do so by the judgment of the court of king's bench (see paper 
on Missing Municipal Eecords, p. 427, ante). His successor in the office 
was Eobert Hackett, solicitor, who had been employed by the Hanover- 
ian party in the corporation to watch and further the bill for excluding 
the Jacobites, whilst it was under consideration in the English privy 
council, previous to its introduction to the Irish house of commons ; 
and the following letter from him, which Mr. Watters exhibited, afl'ords 
a curious illustration of the perils and fatigues of a journey from Kil- 
kenny to London little more than a century since. The epistle would 
seem to have been addressed to colonel Ebenezer Warren, one of the 
aldermen in the Hanoverian interest, and member of parliament for 
Kilkenny : — 

London, Nov. 26th, 1717. 

Dear Col. — I came hither yesterday morning very much fatigued, having had 
three falls in my journey w^** bruised me extreamly, yet I could not beare to 
let Mr. Vesey get two towne before me, soe that we travelled together from 
Chester after I gott my first fall, but I took care to send away the bill and 
lett's before me w<^** were in towne soe long before us as to have the matter 
soe forward that at my coming to towne yesterday morning I found that a 
Committee of the Councill were to sitt last night upon it, and gott y« Attorney 
and Soil"" Gen^ to attend the Committee and report the bill last night, w'^^ was 
done before the enemy knew anything of y« matter, and now 'tis gone thro' y« 
Attorney and Solids hands (where a pe'tion was Designed ag* it) but is now 
too late, and I can w^h pleasure tell you that in two Days the bill will be past 
without any amendment unles it be made by the K. himself in Councill w^^ my 
Lord Sunderland (who is our particular friend) assures me shall not be made, 
and yt ye bill shall be Imediatly passed. 

Since I wrote what's on t'other side, I was at the Attorney Generalls where 
I've heard of Mr. Vesey, &c., who have been there in ord' to Petition but to 
noe purpose for the Attorney Gen* has told 'em it's now out of his power. 

The letter our good friend Mr. Charles Monk gave me was of more service 
than any other. I have not heard from you, nor has there been any Pacquett 
since I left Ireland, you need not write to me for I shall be gone in a few Days, 
tho' I am soe fatigued that I will send the bill before me because it's impossible 
for me to ride night and day and hold out with the post, but you may believe 
all's safe and will soon be with you, my Service to all friends. 

I am, D"- S% 

Y"^ most afft humble serv*, 

Ro. Hackett. 

These services were duly appreciated by the corporation, and the 
perils of the London journey were not without their reward ; for the 
following entry appears on the minutes, under date 8th January, 
1717-18 :— 

Whereas Mr. Robert Hackett went into the Kingdome of Great Brittain 
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express with the act of Parliament entituled an act for the better regulating 
the Corporation of the Citty of Kilkenny, and there to Solicit before the 
Kings Council their consent and approbation towards passing of the said act 
into a Law — and accordingly obtained the same. Wee therefore duly consider- 
ing the trouble and danger of the said undertaking and the consequences ac- 
cruing to us and our successors in having the said act since passed into a Law, 
doe therefore unanimously elect the said Mr. Robert Hackett Town Clerk of 
this Citty. 

Mr. Waiters observed that the next document which he would 
produce would show that, if travelling at the time was toilsome and 
dangerous, the mode of transacting business, at least, had its counter- 
balancing pleasures. '' Dry work^^ of all kinds was eschewed at that 
period, and it seemed as if a bill could not be passed through parlia- 
ment without a large amount of drinking and supper-eating, to secure 
the good will of the members. " The Eoss,'' " the Globe,'' and '' the 
Hannover,'' referred to in the following entry on the books of the 
corporation, were, of course, taverns of note at that day in Dublin. 
At an assembly of the corporation held on the 23rd June, 1718, it was 
ordered that the sum of £156. 4s. 6d. should be paid to alderman 
Ebenezer Warren for his expenses in Dubhn on the matter of the 
passing of the act of parHament in favour of the corporation. The 
account is thus set out : — 

A True Account of Money expended by Ebenezer Warren, Esq., in prosecuting 

the late act of Parliament for the Citty of Kilkenny : 

In the Hannover at the Ross 

Att the Globe with several of the members 

Att the Globe with four more of the members 

Att the Doorkeepers 

To Mr. Ambrose, &c. ... 

Att the Grlobe with several of the members 

Att the Ross, Serg*. Witherington 

Att the Globe with several of the members 

To Mr. Rob*. Hackett, Esq., as per rec*. 20 Pistoles 

To Mrs. Mary Hackett, as per rec*. 

To Mr. Rob*. Hackett, Esq., as per rec*. ... 

Att the Globe with Mr. Wall and other Members, with Mr. 

Clark and several of Kilkenny Gentlemen 
Spent with Coll. St. George, Capf^. Usher, Mr. Clark 
Paid to Mr. Dobson for printing an advertisement ... 
To Mr. Robert Hackett, Esq., for retaining Fee as Solicitor ... 
To Mr. Thomas Maher, the Solicitor, a Moydore ... 
To the Sollicitor Generall 
To the Councellor Parnell 
To Mr. Serg*. Witherington 
Spent on Serg*. Witherington at another time 
To Sergt. Witherington a fee for drawing the Bill ... 
In company with Mr. Maynard, Mr. Tighe 
At another time Coll. St. George, Capt°. Usher, and Mr. Wall 
Spent with Mr. Kever, Mr. Ambrose, Mr. Hackett, Mr. Clark 
To Mr. Lindon for affidavits swore before him by Aid". Haydocke 
To Mr. Lindon for two other affidavits 
To Mr. Buckley the dark for transcribing the Bill ... 
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Spent at Super on Mr. Serg*. Witherington, Mr. Buckley j* dark 00 09 
For 18 of the printed votes to Mr. Hackett when he went for 

England ... ... ... ... ... ... 00 02 2 

To Capt". Mackee at two severall times ... ... ... 00 05 5 

To Mr. John Davis in cash to pay for his lodging and bring him 
home ... ... ... ... ... ... 00 16 3 

To coach hire at severall times ... ... ... ... 00 13 

Spent on Serg«. Witherington again at Super ... ... 00 14 

When I went to Dublin, Jully the 8, 1717, spent then on Mr. 

Desarroy's approbation ... ... ... ... *1002 14 2 

To a crown which Hall stopt from me, earnest I gave for the 
coach the day after the Gallaway bill past the House of Com- 
mons ... ... ... ... ... ... 00 5 5 

The " Mr. Tighe^^ referred to in this account was ancestor to the 
right hon. W. F. Tighe, and the following further mention is made of 
him upon the minutes of the corporation, under the date 2nd August, 
1718: — ^'Ordered, that Richard Tighe, Esq., be presented with his 
Freedom of this City, in a Gold Box, of the value of Twenty Guineas, 
for his singular service in the Chair of the Committee of the House 
of Commons upon the Bill for regulating this Corporation, and that 
Robert Hackett doe take the care to get the same done."t 

The "mere English'^ and "mere Irish.^^ — James F. Ferguson, 
Esq., the indefatigable corresponding member of the Society for Dublin, 
forwarded the following paper, the materials of which, possessing con- 
siderable historical interest, are extracted from the invaluable national 
records at present in his charge, and which we trust will long remain 
in the custody of so competent and worthy a guardian : — 

"The following extracts have been made by me from the original 
records of the Irish exchequer. The first is the copy of an entry 
which is recorded upon the roll of pleas, held before Edmund le 
Botiller, the keeper, or justiciary of Ireland, in the 6th year of Edward 
II. ; and the second extract is taken from the patent roll of the 16th 
year of the same king. The last mentioned record has been lately, 
by chance, discovered amongst a heap of dirty parchments which had 
been thrown upon the floor of one of the public ofiices in Dublin, and 
consequently neither this roll nor its contents, will be found to have 
been mentioned in any published catalogue, list, or calendar of records. 

"With respect to the first mentioned record, namely, that which 
relates to the ' mere Enghsh,' it may be observed, that this is a term 
which is not often to be met with in our legal documents. The record 
which relates to the 'mere Irish' possesses also some interest, inas- 
much as it appears therefrom that Edward 11. on this occasion seems 

* There seems to be some error here, perhaps we should read £12. 14s. 2d, 
f The box and freedom of the City were duly presented, and have been handed 
down to the right hon. W. F. Tighe, who exhibited the former at one of the 
meetings of the Society. The inscription sets forth the cause of the compli- 
ment being paid to Richard Tighe, Esq., M.P., and the box is of very pure 
gold, and beautiful workmanship. 
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to have exercised, or perhaps to have assumed, a right of annulling 
a statute of the Irish parhament, simply by letters patent, tested in 
Dublin by his justiciaries. The following refers to the ' mere Eng- 
lish' :— 

Placita quer' apud Wat'ford coram Edmundo le Botiller custod' tre' Hib'n' 
die Ven'is in crastino animar' anno r. r. Edwardi fil' R. E. sexto. 
Wat'ford — convictum est p' Jur'm in quam Rob'tus fil' Griffini Cristofre 
querens & Joh'es le Poer vie' huj ' Com' se posuerunt de pl'lto de t'ns quod 
p'dcus Joh'es die Sabb'i p'xia ante festum S'c'i Luce Evangeliste anno r. nunc 
sexto, Maur' M«arny & Ph'm M«arny hib'nicos p'd'c'i Rob'ti non cepit, quia 
p*d'c'i Maur' & Ph's non sunt hib'nici ipius Rob'ti sed meri Anglici ita quod 
non competit eidm Rob'to aliqua acc'o pro p'd'c'is Maur' & Ph'o. Ideo consi- 
deratum est quod p'd'c'us Rob'tus nich' cap' p' querelam suam sed sit in m'ia 
pro falso clamore. Et Joh'es inde sine die. 

Pleas of complaints at Waterford before Edmund le Botiller, keeper of the 
land of Ireland, on Friday on the morrow of All Souls, in the 6th year of 
the reign of king Edward the son of king Edward, 

Waterford — It is found by a jury, on which Robert son of Griffin Chris- 
tofre, the plaintiff, and John le Poer the sheriff of this County, had put 
themselves of a plea of trespass, that the aforesaid John on the Saturday next 
before the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist, in the sixth year of the now king, 
had not taken Maurice Mac Arny and Philip Mac Arny the Irishmen of the 
said Robert, because the aforesaid Maurice and Philip are not the Irishmen 
of the said Robert, but mere English ; so that it is not competent for the said 
Robert to have any action for the aforesaid Maurice and Philip. Therefore 
it is considered that the aforesaid Robert shall take nothing by his complaint, 
but be in fine for a false claim ; and John therefrom without a day. 

"The second document alluded to shows that this distinction had 
invaded even the houses of religion : it runs as follows ; — 

Rex Omibus [ ] p'ven'int Salt'm. Licet de consilio n'ro Hib'n' & 

div'sor' Magnatum ejusdem t're in p'liamento n'ro apud [ ] ex causis 

statuim' quod nullus merus Hib'nicus admittat^ in religione int' Anglicos in 
t'ra pacis in a [ ] p'tib' Hib'n' p'pt' discordias sepius motas int' huj 'modi 

Anglicos & Hib'nicos credentes ex hoc majorem tranquillitatem & pacem in 
s'c'a Dei eccl'ia & pop'lo xpi fidelium posse futur' temp'ib's evenire. Et jam 
accepim' ex testimonio ven'abilis p'ris f ris W. Dei gr'a Archiep'i Ardm' & 
discreti viri Mag'ri Ph'i de Erdesleye p'd'c'i' p'ris offic' quod p' p'd'c'm statutum 
s'c'e Dei eccl'ie & pop'lo pacis nullum crescet emolumentum set majus damp- 
num, odium & discordiam ; nos ad sectam & testimon' p'd'c'or' Archi' & offic' 
& rogatu' aliquor' magnatu' t're p'd'c'e statutum revocam' sup'd'c'm et conce- 
dim' quod tam Anglici quam Hib'nici & alii de q'cunq' nac'o'e qui divina gr'a 
inspirati sub regulari h'itu cupiunt Deo famulari in q'cunq' domo religiosor' 
infra t'ram n'ram p'd'c'am' ad religiosum h'itum admitt' p'd'c'm statutum fieri 
consuevit. In cujus rei testimon' has I'ras n' fieri fecim patent'. T. J. Wogan, 
justic' n' Hib'n* ap'd Dubl'n' xxii. die Maij, anno r. n. t'cio. 

The king, to all to whom [these present letters] shall come, greeting. Al- 
though by our council of Ireland and of divers magnates of the same land in 
our Parliament at ... . for various causes we have established that no 
mere Irishman shall be admitted in religion amongst the English in a land of 
[the king's] peace or in . . . . parts of Ireland on account of the discords 
frequently arising between such English and Irish, believing from this that 
greater tranquillity and peace in the holy church of God and to the faithful 
people of Christ would in future times happen. Now also we have learnt by 
64 
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the testimony of the venerable father friar W., by the grace of God archbishop 
of Armagh, and of the discreet man Mr. Philip de Erdesleye, the official of 
the aforesaid father, that, by the aforesaid statute, to the holy church of 
God and to the people no profit has arisen, but greater damage, hatred and 
discord ; we at the suit and testimony of the aforesaid archbishop and official, 
and at the request of some of the magnates of the land aforesaid, do revoke 
the statute aforesaid, and we grant that as well English as Irish and others of 
whatsoever nation, who, being inspired by divine grace, under regular habit, 
are desirous of serving God in any house of the religious within our land 
aforesaid, may be admitted to a religious habit, and in the same habit may be 
professed, as before the aforesaid statute was accustomed to be done. In tes- 
timony of which thing we have caused these our letters to be made patent. 
Witness J. Wogan, our justice of Ireland, at Dublin, the 22nd day of May, 
in the third year of our reign. 

"A different construction, however, may be put upon this record, 
in consequence of a statement which appears in a petition transmitted 
to Edward III. by the clergy of Ireland. In this petition it is stated 
that the ordinance which was made at Kilkenny, in the 2nd year of 
Edward II., was repealed by all the people of Ireland in the third year 
of the same king ; meaning thereby, as it is conceived, that the king 
had by the patent which is above set forth, repealed the ordinance 
which had been made at Kilkenny, in compliance with the desire of 
the people of Ireland. This petition, the original of which is preserved 
in the Tower of London, amongst various other petitions and original 
letters of an ancient date, is written in Norman-I^rench, and runs as 
follows : — 

A nVe Seign^ le Roi & a son Counseil monstroit les Religious de Irlaunde 
q* come ordone fuist a Kilkenny & assentu Ian s'c*de le Roy Edwarde p'e n're 
Seign^ le Roi q' ore est q' nul Irreis s'reit resceu en nul ordres de Religion en 
t're de pes entre les Engleis, ne nul' abeit de Religion illoeques p'fes' dount 
g'nt descension fust comence entre les Religious & g'nt descord entre les En- 
gleis & les Irreys puis ap's cele ordnaunce fuit repelle & defait p' tout les g'ntz 
de la dite t're & p' assent Mons^ John Wogan adonque lour Justice a Divelyn 
Ian tierz meisme le Roi come vous p'rietz veire p' patent sele de seal n're 
Seign^ le Roi illoeques use, mes ore tard en temps cest Roi Johan' de Allerker 
ore Tresorer de Irlaund fist sa suggestion en la Court n're Seign*" le Roi en 
ceste t're qil avist une tiele ordenance fait entre autres ordnaunces p' qoi il 
avoit c'teines articles a tenir toutz les ordinances en la dite t're dent ces hours 
faites issi ad il faist publiq cest article entre les autres dount g'nt descension est 
comence entre les Religious & grandre descorde entre les Engleys & les Irreys 
q* ne fust devant ces houres p' qi ils vous p'ont de v're bone g'ce q' vous voillez 
g'unt q' les Irroys nees morez en la t're de pes q' sont a la foi n're Seign^ le Roi 
estre resceuz en ordre de Religion auxi bien come les Engleis issi q' nul Irreys 
nee en t're de guerre enemy n're Seign^ le Roi ne soit ressu en nule man'e. 

^' Endorsement : — 

Soit mand' a la Justice Dirlaunde qel face publier ess lieus ou il venir [ ] 
qil ort a faire ou de faire sur [ ] ou don' conge & moster soit a les 

Irreys qui sont a la pees le Roi demeuris entre les Engleis estauntz a la dit 
foi le Roi qils soient recevez en ordre de Religion come la dit Petition purport 
issint tout foitz q* les Irreis qi sont [ ] la dit foi le Roi ne soient 

receivz en nul ordre de Religion en la dit t're dirlaunde p' colour de mesmes 
publication la conge neint contustante Ordinac' Si inhibition sur ce fait. 
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To our lord the king and to his council show the religious of Ireland, that 
whereas it was ordained at Kilkenny, and assented to in the second year of king 
Edward the father of our lord the king who now is, that no Irish should be 
received into any orders of religion in the land of the king's peace amongst the 
English nor into any habit of religion there professed, whence great dissension 
arose amongst the religious, and much discord between the English and the 
Irish ; then afterwards this ordinance was repealed and annulled by all the people 
of the said land and by the assent of Master John Wogan, then their justice at 
Divelyn in the third year of the same king, as you may see by the patent sealed 
with the seal of our lord the king there used. But now lately in the time of 
the present king, John de Allerker, the now treasurer of Ireland, has made 
his suggestion in the court of our lord the king, in this land, that there was 
an ordinance made, amongst others, in which there were certain articles to 
keep all the ordinances in the said land heretofore made, thus has he made 
public this article amongst the rest, wherefore great dissension is commenced 
amongst the religious, and greater discord between the English and the Irish 
than has been before this time ; and therefore they pray you of your good 
grace that you would grant that the Irish born and dwelling in the land of 
the king's peace who are faithful to our lord the king, may be received into 
the order of religion as well as the English, so that no Irish born in a land 
of war, an enemy of our lord the king, be received in any manner. 

^^ Endorsement : — 

Be it commanded to the justice of Ireland, that he cause to be published 
in the places where he shall come .... that he . . . . or give 
leave and let it be shown to the Irish who are at the king's peace dwelling 
amongst the English, being faithful to the king that they may be received into 
the order of religion as the said petition purports (so at all times that the 
Irish who are not faithful to the king may not be received into any order 
of religion in the said land of Ireland by colour of the same publication), 
the ordinance and inhibition upon this point notwithstanding. 

'' There is no date to this petition, but the period in which it was 
written is ascertained with some degree of accuracy, owing to the in- 
troduction of the name of John de EUerker, or de Allerker, who was 
lord treasurer of Ireland, in the tenth year of Edward III. See close 
roll of the chancery of Ireland, 10th Etlward III., No. 28, erroneously 
stated in the Eecord Reports to be a close roll of the 10th of Edward 
II. — Rot. Pat, et Glaus. Cancellarim Kihernim Calendarium, p. 20. 

*■' It may be here also mentioned that so early as the first year of 
Henry III., the king by his ordinance, directed to his justiciary of 
Ireland, had commanded that no Irishman should be elected or pro- 
moted to any cathedral. A translation of this ordinance made from 
the patent roll of the first year of Henry III., membrane 13, preserved 
in the Tower of London, runs thus : — 

The king to his justiciary of Ireland, greeting. Whereas by the elections 
made of the Irish in our land of Ireland, the peace of our said land is very 
frequently disturbed. We command you, directing, on the faith which to us 
you hold, that you do not permit henceforward any Irishman in our land of 
Ireland, to be elected or promoted into any cathedral, but with the counsel 
of our venerable father lord H., archbishop of Dublin, and of us^ and by all 
means you take care that our clerks and other our English men, honest to us 
and to our kingdom necessary, be elected and promoted unto bishopricks and 
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dignities when they shall become vacant. Witness myself at Oxford, the 17th 
day of January." 

[It will thus be seen of how great importance the records of the 
nation are to the elucidation of its history. The records of a country 
are its noblest inheritance ; by them alone can the descent of families 
be unerringly traced, the transfer and changes of landed property 
certainly deduced, and the history of manners and civilization satis- 
factorily elucidated. Few countries possess a more ample store of 
records than our own, but they have been, and are, sadly neglected. 
Much has been irretrievably lost by damp, by jfire, and by peculation. 
The vaults of a custom house, and the oubliettes of a state prison are 
thought good enough to be the depositories of much that remains. 
How long will it be ere their value is understood aright, and even 
common care taken to preserve them from defacement and decay? 
—Eds.] 



